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Wasted - The Family
Week 4 of 5

Clovis Chappell, a minister from a century back, used to
tell the story of two paddleboats. They left Memphis
about the same time, traveling down the Mississippi
River to New Orleans. As they traveled side by side,
sailors from one vessel made a few remarks about the
snail’s pace of the other. Words were exchanged.
Challenges were made. And the race began. Competition
became vicious as the two boats roared through the
Deep South.

One boat began falling behind. Not enough fuel. There
had been plenty of coal for the trip, but not enough for a
race. As the boat dropped back, an enterprising young
sailor took some of the ship’s cargo and tossed it into the
ovens. When the sailors saw that the supplies burned as
well as the coal, they fueled their boat with the material
they had been assigned to transport. They ended up
winning the race, but burned their cargo.

God has entrusted cargo to us, too: children, spouses,
friends. Our job is to do our part in seeing that this cargo
reaches its destination. Yet when the method takes
priority over people, people often suffer. How much
cargo do we sacrifice in order to achieve the number one
slot? How many people never reach the destination
because of the aggressiveness of a competitive captain?
(In the Eye of the Storm by Max Lucado, Word Publishing,
1991, pp. 97-98)

This week’s daily reading will help us discover what the
Bible says about different roles in the family.

* DAY ONE - Deuteronomy 6:4-9
DAY TWO - Proverbs 31:10-31

e DAY THREE - Ephesians 5:22-6:4
* DAY FOUR -1 Timothy 2:8-3:13
* DAYFIVE -1 Timothy 5:3-16

Memory Verse:
“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Timothy 5:8)
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