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I can't live Jesus' life and Jesus knows that, but he says: You 

can ask me to come and live my life in you. 
 

I'll give you a picture of this. Nancy and I were in a part of the 

country we had never been before. We were going to be 

driving on obscure back roads, so we got a rental car, and 

the guy at the counter said to me, "Along with this car, if you 

want, you can also get a GPS system." Have you ever used a 

GPS system? You plug it in and punch in your destination. A 

woman's voice will tell you how to get wherever it is you are 

going. Well, when the guy at the counter asked if I wanted 

one, my immediate response was, "No. That is going to cost 

something. I don't need that. I can find where I'm going 

without that." Anybody want to guess what my wife 

weighed in with? "Get the GPS." So, we got the GPS. 
 

Here's the deal: You can get the box. You can have the lady 

in the car, but that doesn't mean you trust her. If you trust 

her, what do you do? You do what she says. You go where 

she tells you to go. She says, "Turn left," you turn left. If she 

says, "Turn left," and in your heart you think, But I want to 

turn right, you remember, There is a way that seemeth right 

unto man, but the end thereof is death. Okay? 
 

To follow Jesus means I will do what he says. I will mess up a 

lot. I'm going to need his power. I know that, but I form the 

intention. I say to him, "God, with your help, as best I can, I 

will do what you say. I will give you my life, my time, my 

obedience." 
 

Here is the thing: If that is not your settled intent, then it is 

best to be honest about it. If that is not your settled intent, 

then whatever else you might be, you are not a follower of 

Jesus. An admirer, maybe. But he is looking for followers. He 

is looking for somebody who will say, "All right, God." 
 

There is something else you need to know about him—

something that is also true when dealing with a GPS system. 

At one point when we were driving in this car, I was quite 

sure the lady was wrong. She said to go left, and I didn't go 

left. I went right, because I knew she was wrong. Then as an 

interesting response, she said, "Recalculating route. When 

safe to do so, execute a U-turn." I knew she was wrong, so I 

unplugged her. That's the beauty of that little box. You can 

unplug her. 
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I got lost as a goose. My wife enjoyed that immensely. 

So we plugged that lady back in, and you know what she 

said? "I told you so, you little idiot." She said, "You think I'm 

going to help you now? You rejected me. You just find your 

way home by yourself." No—she didn't say that. She said, 

"Recalculating route. When safe to do so, execute a U-turn." 
 

Now see, that's grace. As soon as you're ready to listen, as 

soon as you're ready to surrender, God will say, "Here is the 

way home. Execute a U-turn." That's repentance. "I'll bring 

you home." That is grace. That's Jesus. He is the only one 

with authoritative wisdom about how to live. He is the only 

one who brings about the possibility of forgiveness for your 

sin and mine. He is the only one to give any kind of realistic 

hope of conquering death, of life beyond the grave. 

Why would you not give your full devotion to Jesus? He 

does not present himself as a good, spiritual teacher to be 

admired from a distance. He presents himself as Master, as 

Lord, as the one to be followed and served and obeyed and 

worshiped. There is no other way. He is it. 

(John Ortberg, in his sermon "Choices," 

www.preachingtoday.com) 
 

In the daily reading this week, look for proverbs that 

encourage true discipleship.  
 

• DAY ONE – Proverbs 26 
 

• DAY TWO – Proverbs 27 
 

• DAY THREE – Proverbs 28 
 

• DAY FOUR – Proverbs 29 
 

• DAY FIVE – Proverbs 30 & 31  
 

 

Memory Verse:  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and 

He will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
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