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For fifteen months journalist Sebastian Junger 

followed a single platoon of U.S. soldiers stationed 

in a dangerous part of Afghanistan. Living and 

working in the midst of a warzone made Junger 

realize how much the soldiers had to rely on each 

other. What you do or don't do as a soldier affects 

everyone else in your platoon. Junger writes: 

 

Margins were so small and errors potentially so 

catastrophic that every soldier had a kind of de 

facto authority to reprimand others—in some cases 

even officers. And because combat can hinge on 

[small] details, there was nothing in a soldier's daily 

routine that fell outside the group's purview. 

Whether you tied your shoes or cleaned your 

weapon or drank enough water or secured your 

night vision gear were all matters of public concern 

and so were open to public scrutiny. 

 

Once I watched a private accost another private 

whose bootlaces were trailing on the ground. Not 

that he cared what it looked like, but if something 

happened out there—and out there, everything 

happened suddenly—the guy with the loose laces 

couldn't be counted on to keep his feet at a crucial 

moment. It was the other man's life he was risking, 

not just his own …. There was no such thing as 

personal safety out there; what happened to you 

happened to everyone. [Sebastian Junger, War 

(Twelve, 2010), p. 160] 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 

For fifteen months journalist Sebastian Junger 

followed a single platoon of U.S. soldiers stationed 

in a dangerous part of Afghanistan. Living and 

working in the midst of a warzone made Junger 

realize how much the soldiers had to rely on each 

other. What you do or don't do as a soldier affects 

everyone else in your platoon. Junger writes: 

 

Margins were so small and errors potentially so 

catastrophic that every soldier had a kind of de 

facto authority to reprimand others—in some cases 

even officers. And because combat can hinge on 

[small] details, there was nothing in a soldier's daily 

routine that fell outside the group's purview. 

Whether you tied your shoes or cleaned your 

weapon or drank enough water or secured your 

night vision gear were all matters of public concern 

and so were open to public scrutiny. 

 

Once I watched a private accost another private 

whose bootlaces were trailing on the ground. Not 

that he cared what it looked like, but if something 

happened out there—and out there, everything 

happened suddenly—the guy with the loose laces 

couldn't be counted on to keep his feet at a crucial 

moment. It was the other man's life he was risking, 

not just his own …. There was no such thing as 

personal safety out there; what happened to you 

happened to everyone. [Sebastian Junger, War 

(Twelve, 2010), p. 160] 

 

Getting Connected to God and Others  

Through a Small Group 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 of 2 

 

Getting Connected to God and Others  

Through a Small Group 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 of 2 

 



A
u

g
u

st
 8

 &
 9

, 2
0

0
9

 

A
u

g
u

st
 8

 &
 9

, 2
0

0
9

 
 

S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 

4
, 2

0
1

1
 

 S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 

4
, 2

0
1

1
 

 

 

 
   
 

 
 

 
This week’s Daily Bible Reading gives us insight into 

various small groups in the Bible. 

 

• DAY ONE – Acts 2:42-45  

• DAY TWO – Acts 6:1-7 

• DAY THREE – Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

• DAY FOUR – Luke 6:12-19 

• DAY FIVE – Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Memory Verse:  

“And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but let us encourage one another—and all the more 

as you see the Day approaching.” 

 (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
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