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For many centuries the men and women in Europe
looked out upon the western sea, what we call the
Atlantic Ocean, and they saw the sun coruscating
upon the glittering surface of the waters and they
wondered. They wondered if there was anything
beyond. Scholars said that you could sail off the edge
of the world--there was nothing out there at all. In fact,
inscribed on the escutcheons of the coat of arms of
the nation of Spain was its national motto, Ne Plus
Ultra, meaning, "There is nothing beyond."

One day Columbus went westering on the shiny
waters. He sailed off into the sunset as people waited
expectantly, and finally after a long time the sails
reappeared and the crowds were exultant. They
shouted with joy, and Columbus announced that
there was a land beyond the sea that was rich beyond
their dreams. It was a glorious paradise. The king of
Spain changed the motto of that land until it reads as
it does today, Plus Ultra, meaning, "There is more
beyond."

For many centuries innumerable people stood beside
the dark hole that we call a grave and watched the
remains of their loved ones lowered into the earth,
and they wondered: Beyond the dark waters of death,
is there anything beyond?

Then one day, a young explorer went westering into
the setting sun and descended into the blackness of
the pit. He sailed off the edge of the world and
crashed into hell. People waited expectantly. Finally
on this Resurrection morning, as the sun arose in the
east, the Son of God stepped forth from a grave and
declared, "There is something beyond. There is a
paradise beyond your greatest expectations. And
there awaits a heavenly Father, waiting with
outstretched arms to wipe away every tear from your
cheek."(D. James Kennedy, "Message from an Empty
Tomb," Preaching Today, Tape No. 66.)
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This week’s Daily Bible Reading will give several
perspectives on the life giving meaning of Jesus’
resurrection.

e DAY ONE - John 20:24-31

e DAY TWO - Romans 6:4-14

e DAY THREE -1 Corinthians 15:12-20
DAY FOUR - 1 Corinthians 15:54-58
e DAY FIVE - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Memory Verse:
“We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.”
(Romans 6:4)
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