NARROW MINDED

FINDING THE WAY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF J0HN

One Way: Really?
John 6; 10:7, 9, 14; 14:6; 15:1-8
20f 14

In our post modern culture, the question frequently
arises, “Why do you say Jesus is the only way?” or
“Who are you to say Jesus is the only way?” We can
expect the culture to ask questions like this, but in
the last few years the Christian church itself has
begun to ask these same questions. | watched an
interview on MSNBC with a very prominent ex-
politician who has always claimed to be a Christian.
In an answer to a question he stated that all
religions served the same God in different ways.

We have all heard similar statements - all roads lead
to the same God and all religions worship the same
God in different ways. One illustration was made
popular a few years ago by a Buddhist parable. Men
who were blind from birth were gathered together
in a room with an elephant. Each man was led to a
different part of the elephant - one felt the head,
one the legs, tail, ears, and trunk. Afterward they
were asked, “What is an elephant”? They began
arguing when one claimed it was a plowshare, or a
tree trunk, a brush, etc. The conclusion is that they
all saw one part of the greater whole. In other
words, we who argue about truth are arguing about
the same god that has been revealed to us in
different ways.

Itis a very clever parable but holds one truth that
I'm sure the author did not intend. Each one of
these men was blind and each one was wrong. Until
God reveals Himself to us, we all grope around in
the darkness vainly searching for some semblance
of truth. However, as long as we are blind, we
remain in the darkness and what seems true is
complete error.
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In other words, we who argue about truth are
arguing about the same god that has been revealed
to us in different ways.

Itis a very clever parable but holds one truth that
I'm sure the author did not intend. Each one of
these men was blind and each one was wrong. Until
God reveals Himself to us, we all grope around in
the darkness vainly searching for some semblance
of truth. However, as long as we are blind, we
remain in the darkness and what seems true is
complete error. In Christianity, God reveals Himself
to us and we receive His truth and experience a
relationship with our Creator. In world religions,
man seeks his own truth and creates his own god.
He may call the thing he worships a god, but that
does not make it God.

Jesus claimed to be God and the way to an eternity
with God, the Father. This week’s Daily Bible
Reading will shed light on those claims.

e DAYONE-John 10:1-10

e DAY TWO -John 10:11-21

e DAY THREE - John 15:1-8

e« DAY FOUR - John 14:1-7

e DAY FIVE - Revelation 22:7-16

Memory Verse:
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” -- Jesus
(John 14:6)
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