NARROW MINDED

FINDING THE WAY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF J0HN

Are We?
John 14:6
10f 14

My daughter, Zoe, is two-and-a-half and loves to play
hide-and-seek. Sometimes she hides, but usually the
game involves hiding my cell phone. Unfortunately
she doesn't yet understand the object of the game.
She makes me close my eyes—that much she gets. But
it's downhill from there. First of all, she always hides
my phone in the same place: on the stairs, in plain
sight. No matter how many times we play, she always
puts my phone on the stairs. When | open my eyes, |
know my phone is on the stairs, but I'll pretend like |
don't see it. I'll look on the sofa, or under the table. It's
my way of trying to teach her what the point of the
game really is. What I've ended up teaching Zoe is that
her father is a complete idiot, because the moment |
look somewhere else for the phone she says, "No,
Daddy. The phone isn't there. It's on the stairs, silly
goose." And then she rolls her big brown eyes at me.
There's nothing like having your intelligence insulted
by a two-year-old.

I've been trying to show Zoe that the fun of hide-and-
seek is the seeking. But for Zoe, no matter what | try,
the fun part is always the finding.

God wants us to seek him. But, like Zoe, he
understands that the real joy is not in seeking, but in
finding. He wants to be found. He has not intended
the Christian life to be an impossible hunt for an
elusive God that requires enormous faith. Quite the
contrary. The Christian life is a simple walk to a
welcoming God that requires only child-like faith.

The story that best illustrates our God who wills to be
found is the parable Jesus tells of the lost son in Luke
15. In the story the son rejects and abandons his father
to live selfishly and wildly in a distant country.
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When he sees how foolish he's been, he decides to
return home, to seek his father. Expecting his father to
be furious with anger, the son is met with a surprise.
When the father sees his son at a great distance, he
does not wait for him to reach the house. Instead, the
father, full of joy that his son has returned, runs out to
meet him on the road, embraces him, kisses him, and
is overjoyed to have his son home again.

This is the image Jesus presents to us of our heavenly
father's love. It is the image of a God who wants to be
found, the God James says will draw near to us if we
draw near to him. He is the God who stands at the
door and knocks, and is prepared to come in and eat
with anyone who opens the door. We are called to
seek the God who wants to be found. This should be
our goal during Lent: to intentionally seek the God
who is passionately seeking us. (Skye Jethani, in the
sermon "Lent: Preparing Our Garden for Growth,"
PreachingToday.com)

Our Daily Bible Reading for this week will be a survey
of scriptures that teach about seeking God.

e DAY ONE - Ecclesiastes 1 &2

e DAY TWO - Ecclesiastes 3,4, &5

e DAY THREE - Ecclesiastes 6, & 7
DAY FOUR - Ecclesiastes 8 &9

e DAY FIVE - Ecclesiastes 10, 11 & 12

Memory Verse:
“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the
matter; fear God and keep His commands, for this is
the whole duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13)
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