NARROW MINDED

FINDING THE WAY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF J0HN

The Prayer of Jesus: Unity
John 17:20-23
120f 14

Self-righteous service comes through human
effort. True service comes from a relationship
with God deep inside.

Self-righteous service is impressed with the "big
deal." True service finds it almost impossible to
distinguish the small from the large service.
Self-righteous service requires external rewards.
True service rests contented in hiddenness.
Self-righteous service is highly concerned about
results. True service is free of the need to
calculate results.

Self-righteous service picks and chooses whom
to serve. True service is indiscriminate in its
ministry.

Self-righteous service is affected by moods and
whims. True service ministers simply and
faithfully because there is a need.
Self-righteous service is temporary. True service
is a lifestyle.

Self-righteous service is without sensitivity. It
insists on meeting the need even when to do so
would be destructive. True service can withhold
the service as freely as perform it.

Self-righteous service fractures community.
True service, on the other hand, builds
community.

(Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, "The
Discipline of Service.")
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northeast daily reading August21,2011

FINDING THE WAY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF J0HN

The Prayer of Jesus: Unity
John 17:20-23
120f 14

This week’s Daily Bible Reading will be a survey of
passages having to do with service.

e DAYONE-John 13:1-17

e DAY TWO - Matthew 20:20-28
e DAY THREE - Luke 22:24-27

e DAY FOUR - Matthew 25:31-46
e DAY FIVE - Galatians 6:1-10

Memory Verse:

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” (Matthew 20:26-28)
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