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An Intimate Revelation
Genesis 18:16-33, 2 Peter 3:9-18

Week 9 of 14

In his sermon titled "Think Hard, Stay Humble,"
Francis Chan told the following story about a man
named Vaughn who radiated the love of Christ to
everyone around him:

A few years ago, a missionary came to our church
and told a beautiful story about sharing the gospel
with a remote tribe in Papua New Guinea. At the
end of the story this missionary said, "l should really
give the credit to Vaughn, my former youth pastor
who loved me and inspired me to live for Christ and
share the gospel with others." The next week
another guy came to our church and he challenged
us to start sponsoring kids living in poverty. The
second speaker also concluded by saying, "I'm
involved in this ministry because of my youth
pastor, a guy named Vaughn." | found out those
guys were from the same youth group!

Then the next week another speaker named Dan
told us about his ministry at a rescue mission in the
inner city of L.A. After Dan's talk, | casually
mentioned, "It was so weird: the last two weeks
both of our speakers mentioned how much impact
their youth pastor, Vaughn, had on them." Dan
looked surprised and then he told me, "l know
Vaughn. He's a pastor in San Diego now, and he
takes people into the dumps in Tijuana where kids
are picking through the garbage. | was just with
Vaughn in Tijuana. We would walk in the city, and
these kids would run up to him, and he would show
such deep love and affection for them. He'd hug
them and have gifts and food for them. He'd figure
out how to get them showers.
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and told a beautiful story about sharing the gospel
with a remote tribe in Papua New Guinea. At the
end of the story this missionary said, "l should really
give the credit to Vaughn, my former youth pastor
who loved me and inspired me to live for Christ and
share the gospel with others." The next week
another guy came to our church and he challenged
us to start sponsoring kids living in poverty. The
second speaker also concluded by saying, "I'm
involved in this ministry because of my youth
pastor, a guy named Vaughn." | found out those
guys were from the same youth group!

Then the next week another speaker named Dan
told us about his ministry at a rescue mission in the
inner city of L.A. After Dan's talk, | casually
mentioned, "It was so weird: the last two weeks
both of our speakers mentioned how much impact
their youth pastor, Vaughn, had on them." Dan
looked surprised and then he told me, "I know
Vaughn. He's a pastor in San Diego now, and he
takes people into the dumps in Tijuana where kids
are picking through the garbage. | was just with
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An Intimate Revelation
Genesis 18:16-33, 2 Peter 3:9-18
Week 9 of 14

Francis, it was eerie: the whole time | was walking
with Vaughn, | kept thinking, If Jesus was on earth, |
think this is what it would feel like to walk with him. He
just loved everyone he ran into, and he would tell
them about God. People were just drawn to his love
and affection." And then Dan said this, "The day |
spent with Vaughn was the closest thing I've ever
experienced to walking with Jesus."

Hearing this made me think, Would anyone in their
right mind say that about me? Would anyone say
that about you? ... As | thought about all this, |
prayed, "Lord, that's what | want. | don't want to be
the best speaker in the world. That doesn't matter. |
don't want to be the most intelligent person on the
planet. That's not what | want to be known for. |
want to be known for someone saying, "Wow, he's a
lot like Jesus."

(Francis Chan, "Think Hard, Stay Humble,"
PreachingToday.com)

Our Daily Bible Reading will consist of a review of
the life of Abraham up to this point in the series.
Take special note of who was an influence on his
life, and who he influences.

e DAY ONE - Genesis 11:27-12:20

e DAY TWO - Genesis 13:1-14:24

e DAY THREE - Genesis 15:1-16:15
* DAY FOUR - Genesis 16:1-17:27

e DAY FIVE - Genesis 18:1-33

Memory Verse:
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard
from me, or seen in me—put into practice. And the
God of peace will be with you."—The Apostle Paul
(Philippians 3:9)
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