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According to the Self Storage Association, a trade 

group charged with monitoring such things, the 

country now possesses about 1.9 billion square 

feet of personal storage space outside of the 

home. All this space is contained in nearly 40,000 

facilities owned and operated by more than 2,000 

entrepreneurs, including a handful of publicly 

traded giants like Public Storage, Storage USA, 

and Shurgard. 

 

According to a recent survey, the owners of 1 out 

of every 11 homes also own a self-storage space. 

This represents an increase of 75 percent since 

1995. Most operators of self-storage facilities 

report 90 percent occupancy, with average stints 

among renters of 15 months. Last year alone saw 

a 24 percent spike in the number of self-storage 

units on the market. 

But, amazingly, as the amount of storage space 

required by homeowners has grown, so has the 

average size of the American house. In fact, the 

National Association of  

Homebuilders reports that the average American 

house grew from 1,660 square feet in 1973 to 

2,400 square feet in 2004. 

So let's get this straight—houses got bigger, 

average family sizes got smaller, and yet we still 

need to tack on almost two billion square feet of 

extra space to store our stuff? [Tom Vanderbilt, 

"Americans Are Storing More Stuff than Ever," 

Slate.com (7-18-05)] 
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This week’s Daily Bible Reading will consist of 

scripture passages about possessions.  

 

• DAY ONE – Genesis 13 

• DAY TWO –1Kings 21 

• DAY THREE –Matthew 6:19-24 

• DAY FOUR – Luke 12:13-21 

• DAY FIVE – Acts 4:32-5:11 

 

Memory Verse:  

“If anyone has material possessions and sees his 

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 

the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us 

not love with words or tongue but with actions 

and in truth.” (1 John 3:17-18) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

• DAY ONE – Matthew 1:18-2:23 (Joseph) 
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